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Tiktok was originally created by a Chinese company called ByteDance Inc. It's similar to Vine, Instagram, and Snapchat in that it allows users to
create short funny videos and posts them on the site for other users to like. TikTok allows you to make short 3—15 second videos with various
effects, transitions, sound tracks, text captions etc. The app has had over 100 million downloads so far since its release in 2016.",

TikTok has no clear privacy policy, forcing users to rely on their own judgement to decide whether or not they need to lock down their privacy
settings. This has led to many users feeling concerned about where their personal information is being collected, stored and used. A number of
third-party apps have been developed in order to help TikTok users better manage their privacy settings.",

In August 2018, it was reported that TikTok was under mvestigation by the New York attorney general's office after its investigation into several
other social networking apps including Musical.ly and Bytedance’s Douyin app revealed evidence of privacy violations, data leaks and predatory
marketing practices. Bytedance’s marketing strategy for building and growing these apps encourages users to post photos of underage children,
according to the New York Times.",

In an article published by TechCrunch, it was alleged that "Yet TikTok’s parent company Bytedance, a $75 billion media company that also owns
content production companies Jinri Toutiao and TopBuzz (as well as artificial intelligence startups), recently raised $3 billion in new finding from
SoftBank. That brings its value to $75 billion." This article was published on TechCrunch. In an article published by The Verge, it was alleged that
"Bytedance is best known for the news app Toutiao, which has been called "the BuzzFeed of China." It's also made a number of mvestments in
artificial intelligence companies based out of China and recently acquired U.S.-based Flipagram to build out its video art-creation app, which now
has 200 million registered users on Google Play — and another 500 million or so on Apple’s App Store. In the year since Microsoft bought
LinkedIn for $26 billion, Bytedance has already seen its valuation soar past that mark." This article was published on The Verge.",

In July 2018, Congresswoman Katherine Clark called for TikTok's CEO to be summoned before Congress over child pornography concerns.
Congresswoman Clark cited the ease with which viewers on TikTok could search for "child pornography" and download child pornography
videos directly via the video app. In addition, the app would not remove videos of young girls dancing in sleepwear and underwear. A number of
pornographic videos are allegedly available on the platform as well, which some claim negatively effects child mental health.",
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